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Cunningham, 5ir Alexander (b. Jan. 23,

1814, London. Eng.=d. Mov, 28, 1393, Lon-
don), British army officer and archacologist
who excavated many sites in India, including
Sarmith and Sanchi, and served as the first
director of the Indian Archaeological Survey,

Al age 19 he joined the Bengal Enginecrs
and spent 28 wears in the Briush service in
India, retiring as major general in 1861, Early
in his career he met James Prnsep, a Bntsh
numismatist and Indian scholar, who 1pnited
his imterest in Indian history and coins. In
1837 Cunningham excavated at Sdrnath, out-
side VirAnasi (Benares), one of the most sa-
cred Buddhist shinnes, and carefully prepared
drawings of the sculptures. In 1850 he exca-
vated Sanchi. site of some of the oldest surviv-
ing buildings in India. In addition o a study
of the temple architeciure of Kashmir (1848)
and a work on Ladikh (1854), he published
The Bhilva Topes (1854), the first serious at-
tempt 1o trace Buddhist history through its
archilectural remains,

In 1861 he agreed 10 become directior of the
Indian Archaealegieal Survey and remained
with it until it was dissolved (1863). He g, 7
General Sir Alexander sumed his post when the survey was restogeq

Cunninghan] STCIH much of {1870) and during the next |5 years carrgg)

: : out many archaeological explorations among!
his career and all of his long the ruins of northern India. He published e
retirement tramping across Ancient Geography of India (1871), the firy'
India in search of its paliagion. of Yot sHiSEE af ¥on op-ceabuegy

4 I search orits pe Indian emperor Asoka, and The Stiing o
Buddhist past. Bharhut {1879). Over the years he gathered 3

large collection of Indian coins, the chojcesy
of which were purchased by the British My
wsewnsmaw 1y wiswnsszaaluauae seum. Afler his retirement from the su ey
' ) ) (1885), he devoted himsell 1o Indian numis.
matics and wrote two books on the subjeg.
He was knighted in 1887, T
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Email: k ;haizong@iname.coml

Website: vaw.chaivongvision.coml

Website: Eww.buddhabirthglace.coml

Mobile: 01-733-0270
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